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LET'S GO OUTDOORS 

and see what we can find. 
There are a lot of little crea¬ 
tures who live there and who 
are fun to watch. Most of these 
creatures are helpful to us. 



SNAILS 


This is a snail. 

The snail has a shell. 

The shell is his house. 

The snail carries his house on his back. 
The snail moves slowly. 

He humps and glides. 

Humps and glides, humps and glides. 
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The snail can crawl up the side of a wall. 

But usually he stays on the ground. 

He likes cool, damp, shady places. 

A snail has no legs, but he has one foot. 

This foot is the bottom of his body. 

It gives out mucus. 

Mucus is a sticky liquid. 

It keeps the foot from 
becoming too hot and dry. 

When the snail crawls 

the mucus leaves a line or path on the ground. 
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Gardeners do not like snails. 

Snails eat leaves of plants. 

But snails help to clean the garden when they 
eat old and moist leaves. 

The snail has two feelers. 

The snail has two eyes. 

These eyes are on stems. 

They are longer than the feelers. 

If the snail should lose one eye, 
he can grow another. 

If you touch the snail’s eye 
he will back up into his shell. 
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TURTLES 

This is a turtle. 

The turtle walks on land. 

The turtle swims in water. 

Wherever the turtle goes 
he carries his house on his back. 

The turtle in the picture 

has .green, yellow and red stripes 

on his shell and on his body. 

Sometimes, he is called a “painted turtle.” 
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The turtle has bright eyes 

that see things far away from him. 

The turtle has good ears 

that hear noises far away from him. 

Turtles eat insects and water plants. 

Turtles lay their eggs in a hole in the ground. 
Painted turtles like the one in the picture 
live to be fifteen or twenty years old. 

Some turtles live to be over a hundred. 
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The turtle is very strong. 

But if he is turned over on his back 
he has a hard time to turn himself 
over again on his stomach. 

When turtles are angry 

they make a soft hissing sound. 

Hiss, hiss, hiss. 
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Turtles and snails are alike in some ways. 
They both have shells. 

They both shut themselves up in their shells. 
They both move slowly. 
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WORMS 

A worm’s home is in the earth. 

Sometimes he comes out of the earth, 
usually at night to eat old, damp leaves. 

He crawls about wriggling, wriggling, wriggling. 
Sometimes, after a heavy rain, he comes out 
because the soil is too wet. 

A worm does not like wet soil. 

He cannot breathe easily in wet soil. 

In winter, worms wriggle down 
to warmer soil, way below the snow. 
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A worm digs and digs in the soil. 
When he digs and wriggles 
the worm loosens the soil. 

Worms are helpful 

because the tiny roots of plants 

grow easier in loose soil. 
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A worm has no eyes. 

He has no ears. He has no legs. 

He has no feelers and scarcely any brain. 
The worm’s mouth is at his fat end. 

The worm’s tail is at his thin end. 

The picture shows a baby worm. 

He has just hatched from an egg. 

Worms may live to be one or two years old. 
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SOW BUGS 

Sow bugs live under rocks. 
They like rocks 
that are on top of the earth, 
and where the soil is moist. 

If you move the rock 
the sow bugs will run 
and crawl under another rock. 
In winter they bury themselves 
in the ground. 
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Sow bugs have two large feelers. 
Their shell is their house 
and is divided into small parts. 
Sow bugs have many legs 
and can run fast. 

They carry their young 

in a pouch between their legs. 
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A sow bug curls up into a round ball 
when he is scared. 

That is why sow bugs are 
sometimes called “pill bugs”. 

Sow bugs live to be one or two years old. 

Sow bugs eat old, dead leaves. 

That helps to clean the garden. 28 


















ANTS 


Ants are very busy, so busy 
they have little time to play. 
It is fun to watch them— 
hurrying, scurrying, 
hunting for food. 






They have six legs. 

They are small, but they are strong. 

They wave their feelers when they run. 

They use them to find food 
and to talk with one another too. 

Ants often use their front feet as a comb and brush. 

When their feet get dirty 

they clean them with their tongue. 

Their jaws look like tiny claws. 
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The ants dig in the earth. 

The ants make tiny tunnels. 

These tunnels are the ants’ home. 

The ants store food in these tunnels. 

In winter they dig down to warmer soil. 
Ants are useful. When they dig 
they bring up grains of soil. 

This keeps the soil loose. 
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The queen or mother ant lays all the eggs. 

The eggs are hatched into baby ants. 

Some ants are worker ants who are nurses 
and take care of the baby ants. 

They feed them and move them into warmer tunnels. 
Other worker ants gather food for the mother ant. 
They carry the food in their mouths. 

Sometimes the food is bigger than the ant. 

Then several ants help, pushing and pulling. 

Some ants eat insects and grain. 

Other ants like sweet food best. 

Queen ants sometimes live to be many years old. 
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BEES 

Bees are as busy as ants. 

They have no time to play. 

Bees fly from flower to flower. 

Buzz, buzz, buzz—gathering nectar and pollen. 
Bees stick their tongues into flowers 
and suck up nectar. 

Pollen sticks to their fuzzy legs. 

They carry the pollen from one flower to another. 
Mixed pollen helps flowers to grow. 

This is why bees are so useful. 

Because they mix the pollen of the flowers. 


38 













Here is a picture of a bee’s tongue. 

You can also see the bee’s feelers. 

A bee family is very large. 

The mother is the queen bee. 

She lives in the hive with baby bees 
which have hatched from her eggs. 

Worker bees and bees called drones live there too. 
The workers work very hard all the time. 

Some of them take care of the hive; 

some of them gather nectar and pollen from the flowers. 

Bees make honey from the nectar of flowers. 

Nurse bees feed honey to the baby bees. 

The queen and the drones, 

who stay home and keep her company, 

eat the honey the workers gather too. 

In winter the bees seal themselves 
up in their hive. 
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A bee does not bite but it stings. 

Stinging is the bee’s way of protecting itself. 

The bee carries its stinger 

where its tail might be if it had one. 

It dies if it loses its stinger. 

The queen bee lives three years or more. 

The worker bee does not live long, perhaps one year. 
Her job is hard. She flies all day 
gathering honey—buzz, buzz, buzz. 
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SPIDERS 


Spiders spin webs. 

The webs are the spiders’ homes. 

The webs are sticky. 

When insects get their feet caught in the webs 
the spiders eat the insects. 

These spiders are called trappers. 

Most spiders spin their webs at night. 

Some spiders spin round webs. 

Some spiders spin cobwebs. 

Some spiders spin no webs at all. 

These spiders are called hunters. 

They run quickly and catch their prey. 

* 

Spiders are useful because they eat insects. 

In winter spiders wrap themselves up 
in a web-blanket and sleep in holes. 
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Some spiders bite. Some are dangerous. 

That is why we just look at spiders 
but do not touch them. 

Really, most spiders are afraid of you 
and run away to hide. 

We watch them spin and spin their webs. 

The mother spider lays eggs in a silken sack. 

Some mother spiders carry the sacks. 

Some mother spiders hide the sacks in leaves or corners. 
When the eggs are hatched the sack breaks 
and out come tiny spiders. 

Spiders usually live less than a year. 

But some spiders live two or three years. 
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Here is a big picture of a spider. 

Spiders usually have eight eyes. 

They always have eight legs. 

A spider has two more legs than an insect. 
An insect has six legs. 

When a young spider loses one of his legs 
he grows another. 
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DADDY LONGLEGS 


These are Harvestmen. 

We like to call them daddy longlegs 
because they have so many long legs. 
In fact they have eight long legs. 

They can run very fast. 

Daddy longlegs are like spiders. 

They eat small insects and spiders. 

But a daddy longlegs will not bite you 
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Baby daddy longlegs are hatched from eggs. 
Sometimes the mother carries the eggs 
about in a sack. 

Sometimes the mother hides the eggs 
in holes or corners. 

Some daddy longlegs live through winter. 

But most daddy longlegs die during the first frost 
or on a very cold day. 

This picture shows 

a mother daddy longlegs and her baby. 
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GRASSHOPPERS 


Grasshoppers are called grasshoppers 
because they hop about in the grass or fields. 
They have six legs. 

Their hind legs are long and strong. 
Grasshoppers have wings and can fly. 

The mother lays her eggs in the ground 
where they stay all winter. 

In the spring the eggs hatch. 

The baby grasshoppers come up 
out of the earth and jump about. 

Grasshoppers live only a few months. 

They die when winter comes. 














Some grasshoppers are green. 

They live near green grass. 

Some grasshoppers are brown. 

They live near brown grass. 

Grasshoppers are not useful. 

They eat grains and young leaves. 
Grasshoppers do not sing with their throats. 
They make a crackling sound 
by rubbing their legs against their wings. 
Their ears are not in their heads 
but at the sides of their stomachs. 
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LADY BUGS 


Lady bugs fly about from plant to plant. 

They have no home. They sleep under leaves. 
It is easy to see them, 

They are colored red or yellow. 

Some lady bugs have spots. 

They help plants to grow 

because they eat tiny insects which hurt plants. 
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In winter the lady bugs hide where it is warm, 
perhaps under dry leaves. 

In spring the mother lady bugs 
who have lived through the winter 
lay their eggs on the leaves. 

Then most lady bugs die. 

Their babies hatch out later. 
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POLLIWOGS 

When frogs and toads are babies they live in water. 

They are called polliwogs. 

The mother lays eggs in the water. 

The eggs hatch into polliwogs. 

Polliwogs have a large head 
and a long tail. 

The tail wiggles and wiggles and wiggles, 
and makes the polliwog wiggle 
through the water. 
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Polliwogs eat water plants 
and grow and grow and grow. 
First they grow hind feet. 
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Then they grow front feet. 

The tail grows smaller and smaller 
until it is gone. 

Then the polliwogs are tiny frogs or toads. 
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FROGS AND TOADS 


Frogs and toads live in water 

and on land near ponds where the soil is moist. 

They are helpful to us. 

They eat insects that harm the garden. 

A frog catches flies and other insects during the day. 
A toad catches mosquitoes and other insects at night. 
On hot summer nights Mr. Toad sings. 

Perhaps he says, “Croak, croak— 

The water is fine. Croak, croak— 

Let’s go in swimming.” 
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Most frogs have a smooth skin. 

Most toads have a bumpy skin. 

Both have four legs. 

Their hind legs are longer 
than their front legs. 

They both jump. 

Most frogs jump farther than toads. 

During winter frogs sleep in the mud 
at the bottom of a pond. 

During winter toads sleep in a moist hole in the ground. 
Toads live a long time. 

Sometimes as long as thirty-five years. 

Frogs live about twenty years. 
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CATERPILLARS 


The butterfly lays tiny, tiny, tiny eggs. 
The eggs turn into tiny, tiny caterpillars. 
The tiny caterpillars eat leaves. 

They often hurt the trees this way. 

Caterpillars eat and grow, eat and grow. 

When they are grown up 

they shed their skins 

and change into a chrysalis. 
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Those two burr-like balls you see in the picture 
are the caterpillars’ old clothes or skins. 

Inside its covering the caterpillar grows 
into a butterfly. 

Some caterpillars take a few weeks to grow into a butterfly. 
Some caterpillars take all winter. 

When the butterfly is all grown 
he breaks open his chrysalis covering. 

His wings are soft and moist 

and they must dry and harden 

before he can fly away into the warm summer air. 
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BUTTERFLIES 

A butterfly is beautiful. 

Its wings are delicate. 

It flies slowly—flip flap, 
flip flap, through the air. 

Butterflies rest at night 
under the leaves of trees. 

They stay under leaves when it rains too. 
Butterflies are very delicate. 

Most of them do not live long. 

Sometimes only a few weeks, 
sometimes a month or two. 

But there are some butterflies that live 
through the winter. 

They hide under leaves and in corners. 
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Here is a big picture of a butterfly’s head. 

In it you can see his funny eyes, feelers and tongue. 
A butterfly eats nectar from flowers. 

He has a long tongue which uncurls 
and sucks or drinks up the nectar. 

Butterflies carry pollen 
from one flower to another 
just as the bees do. 
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DRAGONFLY NYMPHS 


Dragonflies lay eggs in the pond. 

The eggs turn into dragonfly nymphs. 

See the dragonfly nymph on one of the leaves. 
Dragonfly nymphs crawl through the water. 
When they want to go fast, 
they suck water in and push it out quickly. 
This makes them dart through the water. 


















I 


Dragonfly nymphs eat small water insects, and water plants. 
Some nymphs stay in the pond 
one, two or three winters. 

When a dragonfly nymph is all grown 
he comes out of the water, 
usually on a hot summer day. 

His skin splits open and he crawls out. 

He is a dragonfly at last. 

When his wings are dry he flies 
through the air—catching insects. 
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DRAGONFLIES 


Dragonflies like to live near a pool of water. 
Here is a dragonfly on top of the sail boat. 
A dragonfly has four strong wings. 

He flies fast, and zooms like an airplane. 
Whirr, whirr, whirr. He looks like one too! 








Dragonflies eat mosquitoes and flies. 

And they are very hungry all the time. 

So they eat many, many mosquitoes and flies. 
A dragonfly will not bite you. 

Dragonflies like the sunlight. 

Dragonflies die when winter comes. 
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A dragonfly can see behind him 
because his large eyes curve 
toward the back of his head. 

A dragonfly does not walk. 

He uses his six legs as arms 
to catch mosquitoes or to hang 
onto a leaf when he rests. 
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